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A Note From the Pastor
“With joy and gladness they are led along
as they enter the palace of the king. - Psalm 45:15
Do you still have your Epiphany Star? “What’s
that?” you may ask. One year ago on the Sunday we
celebrated Epiphany, the visit of the magi to infant
Jesus and his family, we talked about the brilliant
star that led them on their journey. Those who attended that service were given a star with a word
printed on it including peace, hope, love, art, patience, generosity, faith, compassion, imagination,
humility, rest, adventure, time, comfort, wholeness,
joy. These stars and their message were to be
guides for the year.
My star was “joy.” It seems somewhat ridiculous to have to be guided to joy
and yet don’t we often miss opportunities to experience joy? Our minds and
our hearts are so consumed by the stress, tempo and next crisis of everyday life
that joy is unseen. How sad because joy is what God wills for us. The Psalmist
said, “You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy.”
The story of the birth of Jesus is full of the presence of God that brings joy. Joy
is offered to Mary when she learns of her unplanned pregnancy as were the
shepherds and even the whole world when the angels told of the birth of the
Messiah. The “joy” that strikes me particularly is the joy experienced by the
magi when they finally arrive at the house in Bethlehem, where the infant “King
of the Jews” was residing. Matthew tells us that “When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.”
I wonder if those magi missed any joy along the way or if because their journey
was so very long and arduous they had no joy until it was all over. Did they
grumble when they got sore in the saddle? Did their countenance drop when
lodging was difficult to find during some stretch of their journey? Did they feel
discourage when one of them developed a bad belly ache after eating bad food
from a disreputable market vendor? Did they contemplate returning home
when they were viewed with suspicion as foreigners? Did they grow weary
when no one knew what they were talking about as they inquired about the

birth of a king? Were they almost to their breaking point when the journey
never seemed to end? Or, each night as the star reappeared in the heavens,
was their resolve renewed and could they laugh at the missteps and stumbling
blocks along their way? Were they ever able to smile because they had received the kindness of strangers or an unexpected pleasant surprise?
I’d like to think there were moments of joy along their journey. It is so to
travel a strenuous path and look up – literally and figuratively. I hope they
were able to. I hope that they looked upon that star night after night and
were guided to even momentary joy. I hope that when they finally returned
home they were able to recall all that they had done and seen and say,
“Wasn’t it grand.” Not just about the joy they felt when they bowed down
and worshiped the Messiah, but also about the journey itself. If God’s very
presence is the fullness of joy, then surely they must have felt joy along the
way as God was certainly with them even in the form of a star.
I’m going to keep my Epiphany Star. I need to be reminded along my journey
that God is with me. Even when the journey gets tough, if I go where God
leads, there is joy.
Do you still have your Epiphany Star? Have you been following it? If you need
one, I’ll lend you mine.
Yours in Christ’s service,

Calling All 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th Grade
Families
Middle School is a unique phase in a person’s life that is often marked with
growing pains as well as social and spiritual challenges. In an attempt to offer a
fun and relevant experience that will address middle school interests and
needs, parents of this age group are being asked to come together to discuss a
new initiative here at Forest Grove designed for this age group. This will be led
by Pastor Su who wants to hear parent’s ideas, suggestions for logistics and gain
support. The gathering will be held on January 8 at 5:30. Pizza will be served
while we talk together. Children and youth are welcome but will eat and watch
a movie separately.
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Sunday School
Happy New Year! This month's rotation for 1st - 6th grade will be the baptism of Jesus.
We are also looking for volunteers who would like to help teach the children.
They enjoy seeing new faces and new activities. Please contact Carice Ledyard
at CariceML@gmail.com if you have interest in teaching

Youth Group
1/8 @ 6pm - Youth Group @ the Mills
(2 Kershaw Ave, Doylestown)
1/15 - No Youth Group
1/21 - Service project (see page 6)
1/22 @ 7pm - Youth Group
1/29 - "Destination Unknown"
following confirmation meeting
7pm @ church
2/5 - Super Bowl
2/12 @ 7pm - Youth Group
2/19 - No Youth Group

Game Night & Potluck Supper
Saturday, January 28, 5:00 – 8:00 PM
Take a mid-winter break and come to the
church for some fun and fellowship sponsored
by the Parish Life Committee. It will be an
evening of good food, good friends and friendly competition. Bring your favorite potluck
dish, a favorite board game if you have one,
and your funny bone as there will be a lot of
laughter. The evening will end with an “allgroup” game. There will be something for every age group including a special scavenger hunt
for the children. Friends are always welcome.
Together let’s bring some warmth and light
into the dark and cold of winter.
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Church Women - Join Us!
The morning group of Church WOMEN (Women of Mission, Education, and
Nurture) has been participating in Pastor Su’s weekly Bible study. We meet at
10am on Wednesdays at Buckingham Springs. Our extra-curricular activity has
been to set a schedule to visit our homebound members. The focus is to
spread some cheer among those who are no longer able to attend our meetings. In the end we have found that we have received as much cheer as we
have spread!
The evening Bible Study meets on the third Tuesday of
each month at the home of Marge Turner. Our next
meeting is Tuesday, January 17 at 7:30. Our meeting
starts with fellowship over dessert and coffee and we
then move on to the study. It is a mix of video and discussion and is called Twelve Women of the Bible. Each
chapter is self contained and anyone can join at any
time. All women are invited!

Your used greeting cards can be recycled!
Church Women will be collecting the front cover of greeting cards. Children
at St. Jude’s Ranch for Children in Nevada turn them into “new” cards, receive payment for their work and learn basic job skills and the importance of
recycling. There is a collection box on the bottom shelf of the table next to
the sanctuary door in Fellowship Hall.
Please keep in mind the following:
- Only the front of card with no writing can be used
- Hallmark, American Greetings, and Disney cards NOT accepted
- 5”x7” size or small is preferred.
Thank you for your help.
Phyllis Scarpill, for Church Women
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Thank You!
Thank you from Allies, Inc. for the Christmas Gifts
Many from the congregation extended their Christmas shopping lists
to include 35 disabled adults living in group homes run by Allies, Inc.
Elise Tretola, President and CEO, wrote a thank you note to the congregation that says, “Thank you so much for all you have done for the people we serve at Allies. The kindness of your parishioners seems to know no
bounds! Please know that we are extremely grateful!”
We also received another
note from the Director of
Community Outreach,
Loretta Rarrick. She wrote:
“I just want to take this opportunity to thank everyone from
the bottom of my heart for all
the love and effort you put into
buying the gifts for our friends
this Christmas! You have no
idea how happy you have made
our friends on Christmas morning to wake up and find the
beautifully wrapped presents
under their tree! Some of our
people have never even experienced a real family Christmas
before so you have shown them
what it is like to be loved! Santa came to give out the gifts
and a hug to everyone and
much to my surprise, one of our guys told me he had never seen Santa in
person before and he was in his 60’s!!! He was so excited to see him I just
cried! So thank you to everyone who spent their hard earned money and
time to help make a real loving family Christmas for our Allies family and
may God bless you and your families forever!! Happy New Year!
Much Love, Loretta”
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MLK Day of Service Opportunity
Saturday, January 21”
It isn’t on MLK Day, but it’s close! Our brothers and sisters at the Germantown Presbyterian
Church are sponsoring a
food packing day on the
21st from 9:00 AM – 1:00
PM at their church and we
are invited to join them. We
will carpool together, meeting at Forest Grove at 8am.
Last year Germantown
was able to package 20,000 meals that were sent to Haiti through an organization called “Stop Hunger Now.” This nonprofit organization based in Raleigh, NC has made its mission the goal of ending hunger in our lifetime by
providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resources. Packing
meals is only a part of their work. They also educate volunteers about hunger and inspire them to help end it.
Meals are distributed through feeding programs operated by partner organizations in developing countries that promote education, encourage children to attend school, improve students’ health and nutrition, address gender inequalities, stimulate economic growth, fight child labor, and are crucial
to address global issues.
MLK Day originated in 1986 as a day to commemorate the great civil
rights leader’s birthday. To the dismay of many, this became just another
“day off” and so it was decided to change that mentality to a “day on” of
service to the community. This is more in line with Dr. King’s vision of a
“Beloved Community” where Americans from all walks of life work together to provide solutions to our most pressing problems. And so it was then
in 1994 that Congress passed the King Holiday and Service Act, designating
the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of service. The
MLK Day of Service is meant to empower individuals, strengthen communities, bridge barriers, and create solutions to social problems.
Participation in the MLK Day of Service has grown steadily over the past
decade, with hundreds of thousands of Americans each year engaging in projects such as tutoring and mentoring children, painting schools and senior
centers, delivering meals, building homes, and reflecting on Dr. King's
life ...MLK continued
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...MLK continued
and teachings. Many of the projects started on King Day continue to engage
volunteers beyond the holiday and impact the community year-round.
And so it is that Forest Grove will join with Germantown to impact hunger. Can you give a few hours to combat hunger? There is a sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall if you are able to join this important
work. The cost of the meals is covered by participants and donations. There
is a request for $25 per person/family in order to participate. ALL AGES ARE
WELCOME.

Souper Bowl of Caring
February 5, 2017
Begun as a young people’s charity, this year
the church will again support giving soup to
the area’s needy. This will be done in two
ways. First, we invite everyone to bring cans
of soup that will be donated to the food pantry in Doylestown. Second, the Confirmation
Class and Youth Sunday School will make a
big pot of “Stone Soup” to be given to Aid for Friends in Bucks County. This
agency services the “frail elderly” in the area. All are invited to bring some
food item(s) that can be put into a pot of soup. Donations can be made before Sunday morning by bringing them to the church marked with “Stone
Soup.” Preparation will begin at 9am on the 5th so it can cook during worship. Last time we did this over 100 servings of soup were made. Let’s see if
we can top that!
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The Still Small Voice
On December 14, an ordinary Wednesday, at 4:52pm I saw a Facebook post:
Ali: “Toni and I were cleaning out behind the sofa and we found Jesus.”
I commented: “Thank goodness! The waiting is over!”
Ali replied: “He was long expected.”
I chuckled over the exchange because I know that
Alison and Matt have 5 children, and four of them
are either adopted or in the foster/adoption process and younger than 1st grade. They have been
dealing with the “system” for years and although
we don’t talk regularly, I enjoy updates via Facebook about their (what Alison would call crazy)
life. I’m sure they wouldn’t trade it for the world.
And so in the middle of December, while trying to go to work, feed children,
make it to doctor appointments, spend hours on the phone with state agencies, decorate the tree and prepare for Christmas, I was struck by the message that Alison and her son Toni could find Jesus. He was long expected, and
he found his way into an ordinary day, in an ordinary place, in an ordinary
family going about ordinary daily tasks. Alison and Matt know Jesus, and because of how they choose to raise their kids, those amazing children are also
learning to know Jesus, and that he can be found in the most ordinary of places. May we all be able to find and recognize Jesus in the ordinary of our lives.

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard
Three times a week hungry people make their
way to the Doylestown food pantry. They are
grateful that there is a place to go in this area
where they can receive much needed assistance.
It is hard to believe that there are such people in
this area of affluence, but there are poor among
us – everywhere! As you enjoy your daily bread,
remember those who have none. Sponsored by
our Deacons, there is a small wooden cupboard in Fellowship Hall by the entrance into the sanctuary where you can bring your much needed donations.
It is called “Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard” but we sure don’t want it to be
bare!!! Any food donations are greatly appreciated and are taken to the Food
Pantry when the cupboard gets full. The goal is to go weekly. Suggestions for
donations include: beans, rice, canned meat, peanut butter, vegetables (fresh
or canned), cereal and soup. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!!!!
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation
January 29th is our annual meeting of the congregation to receive the annual reports and vote on the Ruling Elders and Deacons placed into nomination. All members of the congregation are urged to remain after worship
for this important meeting and to celebrate who we are together in God’s
service.

“Celebrate the Light”
Auction on Saturday, March 25
Although winter has not quite taken hold yet, we know that spring will be
right around the corner. One week after we “spring forward” and start to
enjoy longer and brighter days, you are invited to join us for an evening of
fun, fellowship, and mission. We’re going to hold an auction to raise funds
for the summer mission trip. Preliminary plans include a silent auction as well
as a live auction. We hope this will be a special night and that you’ll put it on
your calendar now so that you can be here to participate.
In anticipation of the auction, we’re asking for items to auction off! You can
be as practical or as creative as you’d like. Some things to consider: a week
or weekend at a vacation home, a boat ride, some kind of work or labor
(like gardening or grass mowing), carpentry work, a musical offering, movie
tickets, gift cards for restaurants, a home cooked meal, a special dessert...the
possibilities are endless. Be creative and if you have an idea, please share it
with any member of the auction committee: Carol Eckmeder, Martha
Greenwood, Linda Bowers, Dee Tori, Marilyn Cook, Kim Wertz, Su Fall.
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Annual Reports are Due
With the ushering in of the New Year, we remember 2016 by our annual
report. All reports are due to the church office by January 15.

January Schedules
Ushers
1/8 - Natalie & Pat Pizza
1/15 - Janet & Ralph Martin
1/22 - Kara & Terry Holton
1/29 - Jim Ferguson, Jim Hampton
Nursery
1/8 - Dana Miller
1/15 - Sarah Lucera
1/22 - Kara Holton
1/29 - Karen Myers

January Birthdays
1/2
1/5
1/10
1/13
1/15
1/16
1/18
1/19
1/21
1/23
124
1/26
1/29

Lauren Mills
Vanessa Conner
Carice Ledyard
Pat Gessner
Emilie Cullerton
Kara Holton
Tony Visco
Gail Rosencrance
Michael Myers
Eric Greenwood
Emily Young
Carol Fegley
Marilyn Cook
Jack Bradney
Mary Lou Humlhanz
Walter Cullerton
Larry Conti

Operating Fund 11/30/2016
Collections & Income
$ 157,788
Large Fund Income
18,840
Total Income 176,628
Expenses
Pastor Compensation
81,394
Staff
53,157
Office
13,218
Music & Worship
1,356
Christian Education
1,390
Property
22,442
Stewardship/Finance
535
Parish Life
330
Other
5,620
Total Expenses 179,441
Operating Surplus
(2,813)
(Deficit)
Fund Balance @ 12/31/15
34,080
Fund Balance @ 11/31/16
31,266
Benevolence Fund
4,766
Balance @ 10/31/16
Receipts/Disbursement

Balance @ 11/30/16
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$4,766
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26

19

12
9:30am Worship &
Music
Committee

5

January

31

30

29
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School

18
10am Bible Study
@ Buckingham Springs

24
25
7pm - Session Meeting 10am Bible Study
@ Buckingham Springs

7pm - Stewardship
Committee Meeting

17

23

16

10am Bible Study
@ Buckingham Springs

11

10

22
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School

15
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School

9

8
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School
6pm Youth Group
Gift Wrapping

4

3

11:45 - CE Meeting
10am - Mission
Committee Meeting
7pm - Property
Committee

2

1

27

20

13

6

28
5pm Game Night

21
MLK
Day of Service

Leadership
Retreat

14

7

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church
1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
10am Worship Service
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575
Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Administrative Assistant: Kim Wertz
Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

